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“YOU ARE MY WITNESSES”

Joyce Thomson

"But you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria
and to the ends of the earth". (Act 1: 8).

"This Jesus, God raised up and of that all of us are witnesses"
(Acts2:32).

"But you rejected the Holy one of Israel and righteous One and
asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the author of Life
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses"

The apostles are witnesses of Jesus' death , resurrection and
ascension. St Peter says "we have been eyewitness of His Majesty" (2
Peter 1:16). One who meets Jesus is his witness. No one else can become
his witness. During the transfiguration in Tabore, Peter, James and John
saw Jesus' face shines like sun and clothes became dazzling white. They
heard a voice from the cloud. "This is my beloved son whom I am well
pleased; listen to Him" This incident is testified by Peter (2 Peter 1: 16-
18).

We Christians are called to be the witnesses of our Lord. During
the Charismatic retreats we have seen many people who met the Lord.
Anyone who meets Jesus i1s His witness. "We declare to you what we
have seen and heard" (1 John 3). So each one of us must have a encounter
with Jesus to be His witness. St Paul had an encounter with Jesus on the
road to Damascus. When we go through New Testament Saccacus,
Samaritan woman, Nicodemus etc...had a life changing revelation and
transformation when they met the Lord. Once we meet Jesus we cannot
but become His disciples. Acts 1:8 promises the power of the Holy Spirit.
Peter said to them "repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus for the remission of sins: and you will receive Holy Spirit".

Ve How much more will your Father in Heaven give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him" ( Luke 11: 13). But it is not at all

S026m 2026




sof Rlal

e ME

sy @EREETTERED G

earned but granted according to our desire and thirst. We can attain this
upper room experience through Holy Mass, Personal prayer, fellowship
and Bible reading. "They devoted themselves, to the Apostles teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of the Bread and prayers" (Acts 2:42). An
invitation to spiritual refreshments is seen in Isaiah 55:1-3, " all you
people who are thirsty, come! Here is water for you to drink. Don't worry
if you have no money. Come! eat and drink until you are full. You don't
need money. The milk and wine are free".
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